
International Journal of Agricultural Sciences
Volume 11 | Issue 1 | January, 2015 | 59-62  e ISSN–0976–5670

RESEARCH PAPER

INTRODUCTION

Among pulses, pigeonpea [Cajanus cajan (L.) Millsp.]
is cultivated in the semi-arid areas of tropics and subtropics.
It is native of Africa and the early traders have introduced the
crop in India. Pigeonpea seeds contain 23.3 per cent protein,
35 per cent minerals, 57.6 per cent carbohydrates and provides
335 KCW energy/100 g. However, recent findings of national
institute of nutrition conducted that pulses not supply 17 to
27 per cent of protein but also supply 20 per cent calories of
the dietary requirement. Thus, pulses were valued both for

proteins as well as calories requirement (Anonymous, 1981
and 2004). Since, the primary objectives of pigeonpea
cultivation has been to meet surplus of grains as such there
was not much increase in production and productivity of
pigeonpea. During the year 2011-2012 area under pigeonpea
in India has the worlds largest hectare 3.44 million ha, of
pigeonpea and attribute about 85 per cent of global production
of about 2.46 million tonnes. The major pigeonpea growing
states in India are Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka,
Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh. Phosphorus is the most important
nutrient-limiting pigeonpea productivity followed by Zn and
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